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Dear Neighbours, 
  Iôm hoping as you read this Spring has sprung, because as I write it weôve not long come out 
of Storm Ciara and Storm Dennis is on itôs way.  
  Another hopeful is that we will see some new trees popping up over the next few weeks, as 
a result of successful NCIL fundingðthereôll be more news to come on this next month. 
  Iôm really disappointed not to have more news on the volunteer frontðcômon neighbours, we 
really need you to help us continueðthe SCRA have had some nice wins recently, and these 
are things youôll miss if weôre not able to continue, for exampleðdrumming up enough resi-
dents to object online to a planning application in the Conservation Area; our SCRA-led 
WhatsApp groups which have been very helpful to the police in picking up some burglars; 
petition leading to plans for School Streets pilot (currently in consultation).  Thatôs all I have 
room for, but you get the message. 
 

Please Help! 
 

Until next time,  
              Kaye 
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and doors, doors to the exterior should be 
locked with at least two locks.  A London 
bar is also advisable as re-enforcement of 
the lock stays.   
 
  If you hear your front door being smashed 
in, get to an upstairs bedroom lock it/go out 
into the back garden and ring 999 immedi-
ately, say your address and that there are 
burglars in your house.   
 
  Keep an eye out on any persons sitting up 
in vehicles in the locality, especially if you 
donôt recognise them from the area ï par-
ticularly if they are a group of men sitting up 
in vehicle for no apparent reason and pay-
ing attention to peopleôs comings and go-
ings.  If you see anyone acting suspiciously, 
then consider ringing the police.   
 
  I know from reading the various residents 
Whatôs App groups that residents really are 
being more and more vigilant and communi-
cating to each other various sightings of 
suspicious persons and vehicles.  This is all 
good and a brilliant neighbourhood watch 
tool. 
 
Thefts of/ from cars and vans: if you have 
a relatively new car, keyless one, then can 
you please ensure that you turn off the en-
gine and lock your car when you park it up 
and leave it.  These cars that are around 
nowadays that you donôt have to put a key 
in the ignition to start it up, you would be 
surprised at the amount of times that we 
come across or get calls on these type of 
cars with the engine left running and some-
times the doors unlocked.   
 
  Also, if you are owners of any newish car 
ï certainly cars manufactured within the last 
10 years can you please put your keys in-
side one of those special security pouches  

 
 
 
 
Please, if you havenôt already done so,  
register with OWLð Online Watch Linkð 
www.owl.co.uk   
 
  We, in your neighbourhood police team 
will be using this website to send out our 
alerts to residents about crimes happening 
in our area and other information of benefit 
to local residents.  We will also be sending 
out the same alerts on the various Whatôs 
App groups and from time to time on Twit-
ter. 
 
  We urge you as local residents to register 
on OWL in order to receive these alerts. 
 
Residential burglaries: At the time of writ-
ing this article, the 12/02/20, the residential 
burglary figures have decreased and we 
havenôt had an aggravated burglary re-
cently.   
 
  Though the figures are low at the moment 
in this area there continues to be aggra-
vated burglaries occurring across Northwest 
London involving white masked men break-
ing into peopleôs houses through the front 
door, threatening the occupiers with weap-
ons for the family jewellery ï the house-
holds targeted are mainly Asian, and the 
offences have occurred in the evening in 
hours of darkness.     
 
  Aggravated burglaries are quite rare, how-
ever, it is good practice to set your house 
alarm on a partial set, in hours of darkness 
in particular, and also to double lock all 
doors to the outside.   
 
  Install good quality locks on your windows  

Northwick Park Safer Neighbourhood Team  
PCSO Charlie Charalambous,  
PC Finn Kennedy (author of this article) 
PC Kubik   
Sergeant Yu Zhang 
 

http://www.owl.co.uk
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Local  architects with over 20 years experience, 
specialising in planning and building regulations 
approvals for all residential projects mostly in 
Brent and Harrow. We have had a number of 

applications approved on  
Sudbury Court and Pebworth Estates.  

  

We offer a stream-lined complete planning and 
construction package and  

submit all the required applications.  
For further information, please contact Sergio: 

0208 907 7131  
info@studio136.co.uk 

how best to park your car - what measures 
you can take in order to limit the chances of 
this happening to your car, speak to the 
manufacturers.   
 
  The men involved in this are mainly a 
group of white men in their 20s, with Irish 
accents, wearing baseball hats.  They jack 
up the car and remove the catalytic con-
verter in a matter of minutes.  They are us-
ing a variety of cars as their vehicles, these 
cars are all on false stuck on plates.   
 
Beggars: there continues to be a problem 
with beggars on the grounds of Northwick 
Park hospital outside A & E, by the payment 
machines in the multi storey car park and 
outside the main entrance to the hospital, 
another spot is also outside Northwick Park 
tube station.  All the ones that I have 
stopped recently are Class A drug addicts 
and will use any money given to them in 
begging to buy drugs.  We even had a 
sighting of a vehicle dealing to them outside 
Northwick Park tube station recently.  
Please do not give to beggars.   
 
  If you wish to support homeless charities 
or agencies that assist in combating addic-
tions then give your money to them ï do not 
give to beggars as you are supporting their 
addictions if you do so.  Begging is also an 
offence, so by giving to them you are pro-
moting them committing their offence.   

when you are at home, as there are some 
men going around in the early hours of the 
morning using a device to boost the signal 
from your key to your car to get into your 
car and they also have some technology to 
start your car.    
  
  From time to time, we receive reports in 
the morning from some residents that have 
the Ring doorbell or similar systems that 
they had men in their driveway during the 
night with laptops or some hand held elec-
tronic device.  The residents inform us in 
the morning when they have assessed their 
Ring activation.  If you are awake in the 
middle of the night and you see someone 
sneaking onto someoneôs driveway holding 
up a device inside a bag, then ring 999 
please because they are trying to steal that 
residentôs car.   
 
  This is such an avoidable crime type, all it 
involves is you putting your car key inside 
one of those security pouches ï itôs called a 
Faraday pouch and you can buy one rela-
tively cheaply.  Please do it. 
 
  Please, please do not leave anything of 
value in your car when it is unattended and 
ensure that it is locked up.  A lot of thieves 
involved in stealing from cars are desperate 
people, Class A drug addicts, who would 
think of nothing of smashing your car win-
dow if they saw a pound visible.  I would go 
so far as to say leave your glove compart-
ment open and empty of anything of value.  
Again by these small measures you are 
limiting your chances of being a victim of 
this type of crime.   
 
Catalytic converter thefts: As you can see 
from the crime figures below, we are still 
having the issue with  the Catalytic con-
verter thefts - Toyota Prius cars, Auris and 
Honda Jazz cars continue to be the cars of 
choice by these thieves.  The car parks of 
Northwick Park hospital are being targeted 
from time to time.   
 
  Please if you own a Prius or Jazz do some 
research online as to whether your car is 
the age of car that is being targeted and  
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Scrap collectors: please report any vans 
you see roving around potentially collecting 
scrap metal.  We are finding a lot of people 
who are doing this activity are also oppor-
tunist thieves ï taking items from peopleôs 
driveways without their consent.   
 
Cold calling telephone scams : can elderly 
residents please be aware of telephone 
calls from people they donôt know stating 
that their bank accounts have been compro-
mised.   
 
  A number of elderly residents have been 
contacted on the telephone by a person 
who claims to be a police detective in cen-
tral London and that they have caught 
someone trying to use their card.  Please 
be aware and cautious of anyone who con-
tacts you out of the blue on the telephone 
and claims to be from your bank or the po-
lice and wanting you to confirm bank details 
or wants you to go to the bank and with-
draw cash because ñyour bank account has 
been compromisedò.  Alarm bells should 
ring immediately in your head, so hang up 
the telephone immediately, wait for 10 min-
utes, go get your bank statement and then 
ring the telephone number on your bank 
statement for your bank if you are worried.  
These fraudsters trying to get hold of your 
money can be very convincing and can 
sound like professional people, they may 
even have information about you so donôt in 
any way divulge any information or fall for 
their scare tactics.  It is also worthwhile 
having a telephone call monitoring system, 
or caller display on your telephone and if 
you donôt recognise the telephone number 
calling you donôt answer it.   

Cold callers:  The problem of cold callers 
is a persistent issue in this area.  There are 
a number of retired people who live in the 
Northwick Park area and they frequently get 
targeted by scam and con merchants both 
on the phone and in person.   
 
DO NOT GET ANY GOODS OR SER-
VICES BY SOMEONE WHO RANDOMLY 
PHONES YOU OR CALLS AT YOUR 
DOORSTEP!!   
 
  I am astounded with otherwise sensible 
people giving ñworkò to cold callers because 
by doing so you are encouraging them to 
come into the area! 
 
  Remember ócold callersô is the term given 
to people who you donôt know who knock at 
your door asking you for work / or providing 
a service for a fee ï driveway washing, gut-
ter cleaning, laying driveways, roofing work.  
Why on earth would you give someone you 
donôt know, never met before, donôt know 
their real name, where they live or anything 
else about them access to your property!  It 
beggars belief, if they are on your driveway 
or doing your gutters do you not think that 
they will get to find out who lives at your 
address and the general layout of your ad-
dress, donôt be surprised if you get conned 
or burgled if you give someone who cold 
calls on you ñworkò. 
 
Bottom line do not, do not engage with cold 
callers. 
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Nightingale Ave (07/02 0900 ï 08/02 
1100hrs) dash cam stolen from car, no dam-
age to car; Langham Gardens (in 30s odds 
side, 07/02 2355hrs ï 08/02 0900hrs) cata-
lytic converter stolen from 14 Plate Toyota 
Auris; The Crescent (10/02 0001hrs ï 11/02 
1359hrs) disabled badge stolen from car, no 
damage to car. 
 

Attempted theft from Motor Vehicle: 
Kenelm Close (17/01 0045hrs) car rifled 
through, not known if anything taken; Sud-
bury Court Road (in 30s odds side, 17/01 
0105hrs) white male captured on CCTV 
trying door handle of BMW; East Court 
(18/01 2130hrs ï 19/01 0955hrs) 17 plate 
Mercedes no damage to car but rifled 
through; East Court (18/01 1200hrs ï 19/01 
0700hrs) 16 plate Mercedes entered and 
rifled through, no damage;  
 

Attempted Theft of Motor Vehicle: Paxford 
Road (in 90s evens side, 14/01 0230hrs) 16 
plate Prius, hooded males seen by occupier 
with device believed tried to steal car, ran off 
after victim shouted at them; Norval Road (in 
low odds side, 14/01 0224hrs) two hooded 
white males with device tried to steal 17 
plate BMW; 
 

  Your team would welcome any information 
on anti-social behaviour or criminal offences  
occurring in the areaðplease contact us: 
 

 020 87212 969 or  
 07920 233 752 
 

northwickpark.snt@met.police.uk  
 

  Please consult the websites listed below 
for crime prevention tips  

Useful numbers:  
 

Dial 999 in an emergency, where a crime is 
in progress or life is in danger. 

For non-emergencies, ring 101 
To give information anonymously call 

Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 
 

Useful websites:  
Find a whole host of useful info: e.g. crime 
prevention, crime statistics, identity theft! 

www.met.police.uk  
www.homeoffice.gov.uk  
www.cifas.org.uk  
www.direct.gov.uk  

Overview of offences 10
th

 Janð12th Feb:  
 

Street Robbery: outside Northwick Park 
Hospital (NPH) (21/01 0200hrs), victim was 
using their iphone 11 when they were 
pushed and their phone snatched; Priory 
Gardens (05/02 1500hrs), 15 year old 
robbed by two boys in their late teens. 
 

Burglary residential: Abbotts Drive (in very 
low evens side, 15/01 1230hrs) back door 
smashed in, alarm sounded, believed four 
white males involved; Byron Road (in 50s 
evens side, 15/01 0815hrs ï 1713hrs) 
kitchen window broken, unknown what was 
taken; Norval Road (in 120s evens side, 
30/01 1100hrs) patio doors smashed, jewel-
lery stolen, believed white male in full high 
viz jacket and trousers involved along with 
another. 
 

Attempted burglary: Blockley Road (in 70s 
odds side, 19/12 1215hrs) rear patio door 
forced, believed no property taken. 
 

Burglary Commercial: NPH(18/01 1630hrs 
ï 19/01 0730hrs), office entered and prop-
erty stolen; NPH (17/01 1900hrs ï 20/01 
0720hrs) tablet stolen from locked room; 
Café Kenton Road (22/01 1830 ï 23/01 
0645hrs) café broken into and cash stolen 
from till. 
 

Theft from Motor Vehicle:  Northwick Ave 
(low evens side, 14/01 1700hrs ï 15/01 
0730hrs) tools stolen from 19 plate Vauxhall 
van; Byron Road (in 10s evens side, 16/01 
1630hrs ï 17/01 0800hrs) air pods and bills 
stolen from Ford car, no damage to car; 
NPH (22/01 1400hrs) catalytic converter 
stolen from 14 plate Toyota Auris; Lothian 
Close (2000hrs 22/01 ï 1130hrs 23/01) blue 
badge stolen from car, entry gained no dam-
age caused; NPH (22/01 1300hrs) catalytic 
converter stolen from 14 Plate Prius; Peb-
worth Road (in 70s evens side, 31/01 
0435hrs) laptop stolen from car, no damage 
caused; NPH (01/02 1530 ï 1730hrs) cata-
lytic converter stolen from 15 plate Toyota 
Auris; NPH (04/02 0745hrs ï 2045hrs) cata-
lytic converter stolen from 14 plate Toyota 
Auris; Elms Lane (in 90s odds, 05/02 1130 ï 
1900hrs) catalytic converter stolen from 08 
plate Honda Jazz;   

http://www.met.police.uk/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.cifas.org.uk/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
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Councillorôs Comments 
Cllr  Robert Johnson - Northwick Park Ward  

Email:  cllr.robert.johnson@brent.gov.uk 

                                    Welcome to the begin- 
                                    ning of the end of the   
                                    first quarter of 2020 
already!! I hope that by the time you see this 
note you are all enjoying the end of the win-
ter period and that you did not suffer from 
storm Ciara!!   
 
Byron Court School óSchool Streetsô  
Initiative  
  Brent proposes to introduce a School 
Streets scheme around Byron Court Primary 
School. School Streets involve temporarily 
prohibiting access to one or more roads sur-
rounding a school to most vehicles at the 
start and end of the school day. Residents on 
a School Street will be entitled to apply for a 
permit (free of charge) to access their proper-
ties during the restricted times. 
 
Why are Brent Council proposing this?  
  As part of our sustainable transport policy, 
Brent Council is progressively improving key 
walking routes to schools and making them 
safer for all road users; particularly for vulner-
able road users such as children. As a part of 
the expansion of the Byron Court Primary 
School, a road safety scheme was intro-
duced in roads surrounding the school in 
2018. A car parking facility was also provided 
for parents to drop off their children in the 
Northwick Park pavilion car park. Since this 
scheme was introduced, Brent Council have 
continued to receive regular complaints re-
garding vehicles disobeying the waiting and 
loading restrictions and obstructing access to 
service providers and residents. The Council 
have also received a petition with 232 veri-
fied signatures asking for a School Streets 
scheme to be considered in the roads imme-
diately surrounding Byron Court Primary 
School. 

What are the proposed improvements?  
The summary of the proposed scheme is as 
follows:- 
 - The introduction of a School Street 
(pedestrians and cycles only) in Abbots 
Drive, Nathans Road, Norval Road, 
Spencer Road and The Link . The restric-
tions would operate Monday -Friday 8:15am 
to 9:15am  and 2:30pm to 4:00pm . Proper-
ties on these roads will be entitled to apply 
for a permit ñSZ3ò and will be exempt from 
the proposed restrictions. 
 

 - Provision of ñPedestrian and Cycleò zone 
entry signs and traffic cameras to help the 
enforcement of this area to improve safety of 
children and pedestrians. 
 

 - Permits will be issued to residents and 
businesses located on the proposed School 
Streets free of charge. Blue badge holders, 
registered carers and the emergency service 
vehicles will be allowed access without a 
permit. 
 
Some Q&As  
 

Q.  Residents living in the proposed scheme 
area will need to apply for a permit - will there 
be a charge for the permit?  
A.  They are free to residents living within the 
School Street area 
 

Q.  How many permits will residents be enti-
tled to (for multiple cars registered at resi-
dents properties)? 
A.  Residents can apply for one permit per 
vehicle as long as they are registered at an 
address included within the School Street 
area. 
 

Q.  What about residentsô visitors who may 
need to attend during the hours of operations 
- will there be visitor permits, and will they 
come at a charge? (I am thinking of those 
residents who are house bound and have 
Care needs). 
A.  We do not provide permits for visitors, but 
we can make provisions for welfare related  
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visits, carers etc. 
 

Q.  How long is the proposed scheme in-
tended to last for? 
A. It will be a 1 year pilot scheme 
 

Q.  When do you propose to review the 
scheme? 
A.  As with the other School Streets we will 
review after 6 months 
 

Q.  What will be the success criteria of the 
scheme, and if the scheme is temporary, 
what factors will make it a permanent one? 
A.  To measure success we will review the 
schools modal shift, air quality data, traffic 
volumes and feedback from the school, par-
ents, pupils and the local community 
 

Q. How will delivery companies, who do not 
have set delivery times be treated, especially 
where their deliveries  are stipulated as either 
a morning or afternoon appointment?  Would 
it be possible to inform officers about the 
deliveries when they receive the appointment 
date? 
A. The only option available is to issue a 
ticket and for the delivery person/company to  

contact us with evidence that a delivery was 
made at that time and we will cancel the 
ticket. 
 

The document and plans of the scheme are 
also available online at www.brent.gov.uk/
consultation . Only responses from those 
within the consultation area will be consid-
ered. The consultation closes on Friday 6 
March 2020  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Damaging of pavements and grass verges  
  The Council spends a lot of money on re-
pairing broken pavements and reseeding/
relaying grass vergesðdamage that was 
caused by residentsô contractors in the area.   
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ARMSTRONG & ARMSTRONG ROOFING 
SERVICING SUDBURY COURT ESTATE FOR OVER 30 YEARS         

§ FLAT ROOF SPECIALISTS 
§ UPVC SOFFITS & FACCIAS  
§ GUTTERING, VALLEYS, STACKS 
§ HIGH PERFORMANCE POLYESTER & LIQUID SYSTEMS/OVERLAY 
§ FULL ROOFING SERVICES 
§ ALL WORK GUARANTEED   

 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION QUOTE CALL 0208 868 4045 
Visit our website & check out our customer reviews. 

 www.flatroofingsystems.com                   

The Council is determined to minimise any 
unnecessary spend and will seek to recover 
costs where pavements and grass verges 
are damaged in the course of refurbishment 
or construction to properties in the Ward.   
  If you see a large vehicle causing damage 
please pass the following information to the 
Council: 
 

Å Date and time of the event 
Å The address the vehicle is serving 
Å The vehicle registration number 
Å The make, model and colour of the vehicle 
and 
Å Any company name and telephone number 
that is endorsed on the vehicle. 
 

  If possible please take a photograph and 
report a defect online using the Cleaner 
Brent App.  Alternatively you can call us on 
020 8937 5050 or email with details 
 
Highways Improvements in Northwick 
Park  
  Over £800,000 has been allocated to the 
Northwick Park area to spend on road and 
pavement improvements.  The schemes are 
being finalised and will be on site by the time 
you read this article.  The roads benefitting 
from the investment are:  
Abbots Drive, Camden Crescent, Dean 
Court, East Court and Holt Road.   
  Given that there are a number of roads in 
the area that could do with improvements, I 
am asking residents to suggest what they  

see as the roads that needs to be prioritised 
so that when monies do become available - 
we can have a priority list to recommend to 
officers.  Please email either myself  
cllr.robert.johnson@brent.gov.uk or Cllr Keith 
Perrin or Cllr Margaret Mclennan with your 
views.  
 
 

East Lane Theatre Production  
 

LUNCH WITH MRS BASKIN 
 

By   Sam Bobrick    
 

1st Mayð9th May 2020  
 
Book your tickets early and support our local 
theatre 
www.eastlanetheatre.co.uk 
eastlanetheatre@gmail.com 
 
 
 
 
   
Councillorsô Surgery for Residents 
ï Margaret, Keith and Robert  

 

First Saturday of each month ï 11am-12noon 
(apart from August and December).   

 

St Cuthbert's Church Community Room,  
214 Carlton Ave West, Wembley HA0 3QY 

http://www.flatroofingsystems.com
mailto:eastlanetheatre@gmail.com
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Happy 90th Birthday to the SCRA! 

Street Party 

 

What with one thing and another, and no 

nominations from residents, there wonôt be 

a Street Party in Marchðmaybe we should 

hold out until May? 

 

Please email me and nominate your street, 

you wonôt be left on your own to organise 

it,  Iôll bring the A Team with me!! 

 

 

Stories and Photos 

 

Iôm currently running an inter-generational 

story-sharing project in Harlesdenðsome 

amazing teenagers getting stuck into getting 

to know their communityðitôs amazing. 

 

Why canôt we do that here? 

  

editor@the-scra.co.uk 

 

 

How do you think we should celebrate? 

 

I love this pictureðthis was the sales brochure óback in the dayô! 
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  I still have to pinch myself about Memory 
Café. We are just so busy and it is a joy to 
see so many people coming along and be-
ing part of it. The exercise sessions are 
packed, and so is the choir. All good stuff. 
 
  We have started a kind of Memory Café 2. 
Every Tuesday from 11-1pm we meet at the 
church. The heating has been on so it is 
nice and warm. We have the usual tea and 
cake and then we have a range of board 
games and other games. There is one table 
that plays Bridge. It is a game I have never 
played but it looks fascinating. 
 
  There is also Scrabble and other games 
too. We get about 20 people. So do come 
along and get involved. Of course, if you 
want you can just enjoy the tea and chat. 

We are very relaxed. As a boy we always 
played board games at home, every Sun-
day evening. I suppose it was cheap enter-
tainment. But it also helped to pull our fam-
ily together. We were quite competitive 
when it came to the games but it was also 
good fun. We played, and it is something I 
look back on with great fondness. 
  
  So I invite you to come any Tuesday and 
be a part of this lovely little club. If you are 
on your own or at a loose end it is the ideal 
way to pass some time. I really enjoy play-
ing Triominoes which we have here. I hadnôt 
played it before, but it is a hit. 
 
Tuesdays, and Thursdays for our usual 
Memory Café activitiesð11am-1pm. 
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  Lent happens in March. It is a solemn time 
ï a time to reflect on what we are made of 
and to come to terms with the less-than-
perfect sides of ourselves. All through this 
period we are just having the one Sunday 
service at St Cuthbertôs ï at 10am. We aim 
to celebrate the big seasons of the Christian 
year as one family in one service. This is 
one of the changes I have introduced here. 
  
  Personally, I find it very therapeutic to re-
flect on the things Iôd like help with improv-
ing. I think we are all learners, and that 
learning goes on throughout our lives. One 
of the great Christian saints, Paul, won-
dered why he always did the things he had 
decided he shouldnôt do. It is a good ques-
tion. All faiths wonder what to do with parts 
of our lives that donôt please us or others.  

It is one of those óhuman conditionô things. 
We are sentient beings, aware of who and 
what we are. In our modern world we all 
rush about. We are constantly busy and are 
frequently messing around with our phones. 
But a period of reflection and taking stock is 
a very useful life-skill.  
 
  Lent is a preparation for Easter, which is 
the most important festival of the Christian 
year. Lent asks us to slow down and not 
rush to the end of the story. It is a good 
piece of advice. Not many of us take pil-
grimages or retreats, although some do and 
some faiths are very good at encouraging 
this. Lent is a kind of mini-pilgrimage ï a 
time for a spiritual MOT. Which reminds me. 
I must pop the car over to the garage for itôs 
MOT. 


