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Dear Neighbours, 
 

  Hope youôre all feeling a bit of optimismðblue skies and blossom; trees and gardens coming 
back to life after a long winter. Donôt know about you, but I feel like Iôve been in hibernation for 
a very long time.  
 

  But I really do feel like itôs time . . .  
 

  So I make no apologies for the very obvious theme of ótogetherô and community in this is-
sueðit wasnôt planned, but it came out that way. 
 

  There are many opportunities coming up to make positive changes in our community, with 

your voice and support . Please dig into your pockets for your Subs money in the meantime, if 
you havenôt already paid up. And join in for the Post-Lockdown Party if nothing else. 
 

  And donôt forget, even with all this blue-skied optimism, COVID hasnôt gone away, you will 
still need to remember HANDS, FACE, SPACE. Even if youôve had the vaccination.  
   
  Until next time, keep safe and well, 
 

      Kaye        
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SCRA Update        13 
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Alone We Can Do So Little . . .    18 

If you donôt have email and you would like to contact the SCRA, please call:  
07933 958 166 

(available Mondays and Thursdays 9-5pm, or leave a message/text and weôll get back to you) 
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  I hope you all are well, and by the time 
youôre reading this I hope we will be releas-
ing from Lockdown and let us hope things 
can get back to normal soon. 
 

  One of the positives out of Lockdown and 
working from home is that there has been a 
general reduction in crime ï particularly 
house burglaries.  But there are still criminals 
out there, and I would like to start by focus-
sing on Cold Callers because, whilst not all 
are criminals, a lot are.  There have been 
some serious incidents of late involving cold 
callers over the telephone. 
 

What is a Cold Caller?  
  A cold caller is someone who is unknown to 
you and unexpectedly makes contact with 
you, either in person at your doorstep, with a 
phone call or by text message; by email, or 
occasionally by letter. 
 

  Let me start by saying, that it is very rare 
that someone official and genuine will contact 
you unexpectedly without you having invited 
the contact - by official I mean the police, 
your bank, HMRC, NHS etc. 
 

  So if you have an unexpected contact, by 
whatever means, by a Cold Caller ï then you 
need to be on high alert.  There are a lot of 
scam artists/con merchants out there who 
particularly, though not exclusively, prey on 
elderly/retired people by cold calling on them 
and effectively trying to get money/valuables 
from them in a variety of ways. 
 

  So please be aware of the variety of scams 
out there, and if you have elderly / retired / 
trusting members of your family or 
neighbours, then please speak to them and 
alert them to the issues of Cold Callers. 
 

Telephone cold callers : 
  In mid-March, a number of elderly residents 
were called up by people purporting to be 
from the police (but were in fact fake) saying 
that they were investigating fraud in the area. 
Often, these fake police will convince you    

Northwick Park Safer Neighbourhood Team  
 

PCSO Charlie Charalambous 7271NW 
PC Finn Kennedy 2621NW (author of this article) 
PC Daniel Kubik 1579NW   
Sergeant Steve Brown 

that they are real by suggesting that you call 
them back to confirm their identity.  If you call 
straight back, they will have kept the phone 
line open, so when you think you are calling 
999 or 101 to confirm their identity, they will 
put you onto a fake ópolice operatorô who will 
then convince you that the person who called 
you was genuine.  Using scare tactics, they 
will then suggest that your money is at risk in 
the bank or wherever you have valuables.  
These fake óofficersô will often claim that they 
are calling from Hammersmith Police Station,   
Charing Cross or Holborn, but not local po-
lice stations to Wembley/Harrow. 
 

  It is not possible to give you an example of 
every scenario or scam, because often these 
telephone scammers will react to how you 
respond or what information they get from 
you during the call.  Often they will already 
know your name and address and age 
bracket; they can get this information if you 
are on the published electoral roll, or if your 
telephone is listed they can get it from 
192.c0m website. 
 

What to do?  
DOðAsk for and write down their name, 
shoulder number (not all have shoulder num-
bers), warrant number, title of the unit they 
are working in, the station that they are 
based at, and their telephone extension num-
ber.  Take a note of what they say they are 
ringing you about  
DO NOTðdivulge any personal information, 
bank details, bank card numbers or PINs 
under any circumstance.   
  After taking a call like this on your landline, 
hang up and make sure that you have dis-
connected the line i.e that you can hear the 
dialing tone.  Then wait at least 20 minutes 
before ringing the real police on 101 if you 
have any doubts about the call; preferably 
use your mobile, if you have one, to ring 101 
after waiting some time.   
Particularly, if you are in the elderly or 
retired bracket.  I would also suggest that  
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you disclose a call of this nature to a 
friend or family member before taking any 
action, or if you are worried in any way.  
 

  Likewise, if you get a telephone call from 
someone purporting to be from your bank - 
take their full name, what department they 
are working in, where they are based and 
their telephone extension number.   Take a 
note of what they say they are ringing you 
about but DO NOT divulge any personal in-
formation, bank details, bank card numbers 
or PINs under any circumstance.   
 End the call as aboveðget your bank state-
ment and use the telephone number printed 
there and - after waiting the 20 minutes, mak-
ing sure that your landline is disconnected, or 
using your mobile - ring your bank to confirm 
the details of the call you received.  
 

Be on high alert if the telephone caller 
says they are either óbank fraud investiga-
torô or ópolice fraud investigatorô - they are 
most likely fraudsters trying to get hold of 
your cash or valuables by saying that 
your money is at risk in the bank or some 
such baloney.  
 

Other instances of telephone contact : 
Sometimes people can get an automated 
telephone call on their landline or mobile 
saying that they have been óinvolved in an 
accident,ô or similar. 
 

What to do?  
Hang up. 

Also, residents have had phone calls or texts 
from all sorts of persons purporting to be 
from all manner of government bodies, e.g. 
HMRC.  If you are speaking to a person then 
take a note of details as previously said 
above. Do not trust a telephone number that 
they give you to contact them ïlook in the 
telephone directory or on the government 
website if you wish to confirm the details of 
the call. Again wait the 20 minutes as above. 
 

I would say 99% of unsolicited telephone 
calls or texts are dubious and so you 
should be on high alert.   
 

  Once, while on patrol, unbeknown to me I 
had dropped my purse on the street and later 
that evening I had a number of texts from my 
bank stating that there had been some ques-
tionable transactions on my bank account 
and for me to confirm whether I made the 
transactions, to Press Y for Yes and N for 
No.  In this instance, it was my genuine bank 
and someone had picked up my purse and 
went on a spending spree.  By the way, the 
thief who picked up my wallet and used my 
bank cards was later prosecuted!   
 

Police Officer ðReal or Fake?   
 

  As a result of the fake Police Officer phone 
calls I thought it would be prudent to remind 
residents of what to look out for in terms of 
pointing out whether an óofficerô in person is 
genuine. 
  I would say, however, that it is extremely  
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rare for a fraudster to impersonate or pretend 
to be a police officer in person. 
 

  It should also go without saying that a resi-
dent should not permit entry to their house 
unless 100% certain that they are a genuine 
Police Officer.  Officers not in uniform should 
be in possession of a Police Warrant Cardð
recognizable by a metal crown crest with 
braille metal writing underneath on one side, 
and a photo ID card on the other, with the full 
name of the officer, a photo and their War-
rant number).   
  Officers should be wearing a Met Vest (the 
stab proof vest,) Body-worn camera with 
yellow on it and police radio.   If in doubt ring 
the police on 101 who should be able to con-
firm the person at your doorstep is a genuine 
officer. 
  Officers should also be in possession of 
Personal Protection Equipment (PPE) ï 
which is extendable baton, Parva spray 
(pepper spray), handcuffs. 
  Look at the photosðthey show officers in 
the Metropolitan Police uniformðin most 
instances, it would be officers from the Met  

 

SECURITY GATES 4 YOU LTD   
 

Manufacturers and Installers of High Security Gates and Grilles 
Free quotations.     Price Match guarantee.     10 year guarantee. 

                       www.securitygates4you.co.uk     info@securitygates4u.co.uk 

Unit 3, North Cavandish House, 391 Burnt Oak Broadway, Edgware HA8 5AW        
 

Company No 08776774     VAT NO 266 6666 58 

Open 7 days 
8am -9pm 

Established 
2005 

0208 935 5921  

that would attend your address, so please 
take close note of the uniform; in many in-
stances officers will not wear their hats, on 
foot patrol yes and generally not in vehicles. 
 

  There have been only very rare incidents of 
robbery-burglaries involving fake police offi-
cersðbut their equipment looks fake if you 
know what youôre looking for ï they have 
been wearing fake-looking Met Vests.  You 
should really scrutinise what the person is 
saying and how they look and if in any doubt 
ring 101 to confirm. 
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bank account, his computer had been in-
fected, his emails intercepted and all his cli-
ent email addresses had received an email 
purporting to be from him about his new bank 
account.  Fortunately, my sister didnôt send 
the money to the fraudsterôs account and her 
builder didnôt lose out on money.  
 

Cold calling / Rogue Traders / con artists : 
ñYou have a loose slate on your roof, I will fix 
it cheap;ò ñDo your driveway for special  
price.ò Itôs a persistent issue in this area 
where there are a number of retired people 
and they are frequently targeted by con men 
and rogue traders, both on the phone and in 
person.   
 

- I am astounded with otherwise sensible 
people giving óworkô to cold callers because 
by doing so you are encouraging them to 
keep coming into the area! 
 

- If they are on your driveway or doing your 
gutters they will get to find out who lives at 
your address, the general layout of your ad-
dress and your neighbours.  
 

- Donôt be surprised if you get conned with 
sub-standard work or burgled.   
 

Bottom line do not engage with cold call-
ers at all.  
 

ADVICE: if you need any work done on your 
property ask your neighbours if they can  
recommend anyone who has done work for 
them and their work has stood the test of 
time. If your neighbours know someone like 
that, then I bet that person wonôt be cold call-
ing. No workman who has a good reputation, 
is trustworthy, has to cold call because they 
get a lot of their work through recommenda-
tion.  
 

By the way, flashy websites or online recom-
mendations - Check-a-trader and Federation 
of this that and the other membership doesnôt 
necessarily count for anything either, as the 
old adage óPaper never refuses Inkô.  Also, it 
only takes a few pounds to look legit by reg-
istering a company with Companies House, 
again donôt be fooled by nice looking com-
pany names for building companies.   
 

  A little real story to demonstrate: A couple 
of years ago I was on patrol when I saw a 
brand new van pulling up on a road on the  

 
 
Unsolicited emails / internet safety : 
The internet is full of fraudsters, it is the 
fraudsterôs heaven.  All the people they can 
scam without ever having to meet them!  
From Romance fraud on internet dating sites 
to various unsolicited emails in your email 
account or your computer becoming infected 
with a virus and effectively hacked into. 
 
  Start at the beginning, ensure that your 
computer has an up to date firewall and virus 
protection.  Do not open emails from un-
known sources.  Make sure that you regularly 
change your passwords for your various 
online accounts. 
 

  My sister recently had an email that she 
thought was coming from a builder she uses 
asking her to put the outstanding monies into 
an account, which was different to the one 
that she used before.  She rang the builder to 
seek clarification and he hadnôt changed his  
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HIGH QUALITY PAINTER & DECORATOR  
 

  LAMINATED FLOORS FITTED   TILING 
 

Free Estimates   
 

DAVID PETER t/a O & D DECORATORS  
 

07904 913443    Email: davidpeterdecor@gmail.com  

Theft from Motor Vehicle: (i) Norval Rd (in 
170s odds side) 09/03/2021 0930hrs,  
CatCon stolen from early 02 registered 
Honda Crv, owner heard drilling from inside 
the house, it was the thieves stealing the 
CatCon; (ii) Mulgrave Rd (low evens) 17/03 ï 
catalytic converter stolen from 07 plate Toy-
ota Prius ï 3 white males in a black Honda  
on CCTV stealing the CatCon; (iii) Northwick 
Park Hospital (NPH) ï 29/03 0800 hrs ï 
29/03 1630hrs, CatCon stolen from 07 plate 
Honda Jazz; (iv) Norval Rd ï 29/03 0645hrs 
ï 29/03 2145hrs, CatCon stolen from 05 
plate Honda CRV; (v) NPH ï 31/03 0745hrs 
ï 31/03 1815hrs registration plates stolen 
from 11 plate Ford Galaxy; (vi) Amery Rd (in 
20s odds) 29/03 1200hrs ï 05/04 0900hrs, 
CatCon stolen from 09 plate Lexus; (vii) NPH 
ï 06/04 2000hrs ï 07/04 0800hrs, CatCon 
stolen from 07 plate Fiat; (viii) The Crescent 
ï 07/04 2130hrs ï 07/04 2245hrs, two vans 
broken into and work tools stolen. 
 

Attempted theft from Motor vehicle: (i) Assisi 
Court Harrow Rd ï 29/03 2100 hrs ï 30/03 
1500hrs, believed attempt to break into car 
by smashing window. 
 

Crime Prevention Advice:  
 

Burglary - 
ǒ Ensure that your perimeter fence/wall, your 
house doors and windows are fit for purpose.  
Boundary walls and fencing along with shrub-
bery is the first line of defence to an intruder 
and should be good enough to keep a poten-
tial burglar out.  A lot of houses in the Sud-
bury Court Estate have a shared driveway 
with easy access to the rear, if at all please 
try to get this open access gated off - most 
burglars gain access via the rear of a house.   
ǒ Please ensure that garden sheds are 
locked and that all garden implements are 
locked away as frequently these are used to 
break in to houses. 

Sudbury Court Estate, the van had slick sign-
age on the side with a limited company 
name.  The driver, a man in his 40s, had a 
lovely nice company T shirt, however, I then 
saw two teenage boys with a wheel barrow 
climbing out of the back of the van which I 
thought unusual so I went to investigate.  
When I spoke to the man in his 40s, you 
would swear that butter wouldnôt melt in his 
mouth, however, when I ran checks on him 
he only had a life licence in relation to de-
frauding an elderly man out of his life savings 
and house whilst doing works on his house.  
It transpires that this guy was also trying to 
do the same on the Sudbury Court Estate.  I 
managed to convince the elderly couple that 
he was doing óworksô for on their house to 
desist with his óservicesô, got Trading Stan-
dards involved and the guyôs probation officer 
too.   

  So watch out folks, wolves can be in 
sheepôs clothing! 

Ok, enough of cold callers / rogue traders ï 
please spread the message! 
 

Overview of offences 9
th

 Marð9th April:  
 

Residential Burglaries: (i) Elms Ln (20s odds) 
12/03 1100 hrs ï 12/03 1300hrs, front door 
forced, unknown what property stolen (ii) 
Aspen Dv (in 20s evens) 16/03 hrs ï 17/03 
1900hrs, kitchen window broken, unknown 
what exactly was taken property wise; (iii) 
Carlton Ave W (in 30s evens) ï 09/04 
0645hrs, two males, poss scrap collectors, 
broken into garage and stolen boiler, builders 
tools, gas hob, electrical units. 
Attempted burglary residential: (i) Perrin Rd 
(in 10s) 18/03 0500hrs ï 20/03 1750hrs, front 
door forced, no entry gained.   
 

Theft of Motor Vehicle: (i) East Crt (in 50s 
evens) 05/04 0200hrs 17 plate BMW stolen 
off the driveway. 

mailto:davidpeterdecor@gmail.com
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ǒ Consider getting an alarm / alarm box fit-
ted, CCTV cameras or dummy ones. 
ǒ Keep your car keys hidden and not on/in 
the cabinet near your front door. 
ǒ Make sure to secure your side gates when 
you go out and ensure that your garden  
fence or wall is durable and designed for 
purpose - to keep out intruders! 
ǒ Consider installing an alarm system and a 
safe for your jewellery and valuables. 
 

Vehicle Crime - 
ǒ do not keep valuables in your car; ideally 
leave your glove box open and do not leave 
any goods/property in the car. 
ǒ do not leave a sat nav holder on display 
and rub off all marks of sat navs from your 
windscreen. 
ǒ Be on the look out for tow away vehicles, 
these are being used to steal cars from peo-
pleôs driveways - if you see someone load 
your neighbours vehicle onto a tow truck/a 
truck with a hoist and your neighbour is not 
present then you may be witnessing a theft of 
your neighbourôs car so consider ringing the 
police - try obtain the registration number of 
the tow truck 
 

Robbery  -  
ǒ Stay alert! - try to be aware of your sur-
roundings when you are out and about, this 
is especially important if listening to an iPod 
or on a mobile phone. 
ǒ Stay clear! - if you think you are being fol-
lowed or that someone looks like theyôre up 
to no good, then cross the road or go into a 
shop/address - ring the police if necessary. 
 

Bicycle Thefts -  
ǒ Always secure your bicycle with a  
substantial lock and leave in a well lit place. 
ǒ obtain your frame number and register it on 
www.BikeRegister.com  or 
www.immobilise.com  - this could assist 
police in recovering your bicycle if stolen. 

 
 
 
 
We use the OWL (Online Watch Link) to 
send out alerts to residents about local 
crimes and other information of benefit. 
 

  Please register on OWL to receive these 
alertsðit is a FREE service: 
 www.owl.co.uk   
 

 The various residentsô WhatsApp groups 
receive the same alerts. (please email:  
membership@the -scra.co.uk  for details) 
 

Please consult the websites below for more 
crime prevention tips or if you do not have 
access to the internet, perhaps speak to us  
and we might be able to arrange that you 
obtain a crime prevention pamphlet. 
 

  Your team would welcome any information 
on anti-social behaviour or criminal offences  
occurring in the areaðplease contact us: 
 

 020 87212 969 or  
 07920 233 752 
 

northwickpark.snt@met.police.uk  
 

Useful numbers:  
 

Dial 999 in an emergencyðwhere a crime is 

in progress or life is in danger. 
 

For non-emergencies, ring 101 
 

To give information anonymously call 

Crimestoppers on 0800 555 111 
 

Useful websites:  
Find a whole host of useful info: e.g. crime 
prevention, crime statistics, identity theft! 

www.met.police.uk  
www.homeoffice.gov.uk  
www.cifas.org.uk  
www.direct.gov.uk  

http://www.bikeregister.com/
http://www.immobilise.com
http://www.owl.co.uk
http://www.met.police.uk/
http://www.homeoffice.gov.uk/
http://www.cifas.org.uk/
http://www.direct.gov.uk/
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 Good day to all.   
 

 I hope that this update 
 finds you all in a healthy place and looking 
forward to getting back into the Parks either 
through walking or cycling. 
 
Covid -19 Update  
 

  After a slight uptick in rates (expected fol-
lowing the full return of schools and in-
creased testing of secondary school pupils) 
our infection rates have fallen again to 46.4 
per 100,000 with a positivity rate of 1.6% for 
PCRs (symptomatic testing). 
 

  Rates in the over 60s have fallen signifi-
cantly, no doubt as a result of vaccination 
and while there are still some patients in hos-
pital with COVID, rates of admission to hospi-
tal have also markedly reduced. 
 
Local Pop -up Vaccination Centres  
 

  While the majority of the population in the 
highest priority groups - people over 50; peo-
ple who would normally be offered an NHS 
flu vaccine; and people who care for an older 
or vulnerable person - have received their 
first jab, some have not. 
 

This might be because of difficulty in access-
ing vaccination centres or travelling too far 
from home. In an effort to reach everyone, 
the council has been working with health 
colleagues and local GP practices, faith 
groups and community centres to organise 
local pop-up vaccination centres. 
 

  One successful pop-up already underway 
exists at Willesden Mosque, with another at 
The Granville Centre in South Kilburn which 
began operating from 1st April. Sites for 
other pop-ups have been identified at various 
other locations in the borough, with a particu-
lar emphasis on communities in the south 
where uptake of the vaccine is lowest  

Covid -19 Webinar aimed at the Black 
Community  
  As indicated previously, Public Health data 
identifies that it is the Black Community 
which has the lowest uptake of the vaccine in 
comparison to all other races. I have set up a 
webinar for the black community taking place 
on 11

th
 May at 6pm . to address questions  

and anxieties.  If you know anyone who has 
not taken the vaccine or has anxieties please 
get in touch for details on how to register.  
Cllr.Robert.Johnson@brent.gov.uk  
 
Diesel Surcharge Update.  
 

  The diesel surcharge on the price of a resi-
dentôs parking permit in Controlled Parking 
Zones (CPZôs) will have increased to Ã100 
pa as of last month. 
 

  The introduction and gradual increase of the 
surcharge is informed by the Councilôs Air 
Quality Action Plan. The objective is to incen-
tivise a reduction in diesel vehicle ownership 
in favour of more sustainable transport op-
tions and less polluting vehicles, and help 
Brent to meet its targets for air pollution re-
duction  
 
Councilôs Planning Committee approves 
1,600 new homes and university facilities 
at Northwick Park  
 

  The masterplan for Northwick Park was 
approved by the Planning Committee in 
March that will see the delivery of 1,600 new 
homes together with a local hub, university 
sports and teaching facilities and student 
accommodation. 
 

  The masterplan backs up the councilôs com-
mitment to focus on creating opportunities for 
Brent residents and ensure that, post-
pandemic, the chance is not missed to get 
regeneration right and build a better Brent. 
 
  The development will include a new land-
scaped area that will improve the  

 

Councillorôs Comments 
Cllr  Robert Johnson - Northwick Park Ward  

Email:  cllr.robert.johnson@brent.gov.uk 
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Councillors Surgeries  
  We will run a virtual surgery on 2nd May 
2021 at 11am.   Please send us an email as 
soon as you can requesting a meeting.  We 
will send you the link.  

 
 

  You can also call/FaceTime/email us: 
 

Cllr Robert Johnson  07876 138 676  
Cllr.Robert.Johnson@brent.gov.uk  
 

Cllr Margaret McLennan 07949 398 193  
Cllr.Margaret.McLennan@brent.gov.uk  
 

Cllr Keith Perrin 07711 561 848 Direct calls 
only  
Cllr.Keith.Perrin@brent.gov.uk  
 
Stay safe ï by staying alert, protect the NHS, 
by not spreading the virus and you will help 
to save lives, including your own.  
 
Act as if you have it, anyone can spread it. 

environment for those arriving from North-
wick Park Station, while new open spaces 
are provided throughout the scheme.  The 
scheme ensures that many more trees will be 
planted in the area offering real improve-
ments to biodiversity and ecology. This sus-
tainable scheme will deliver walking routes 
and cycle lanes and provide funding for im-
provements to Northwick Park Station and 
the Northwick Park pavilion. 
 

  Alan Lunt, Strategic Director of Regenera-
tion and Environment at Brent Council said,  
 
  ñThe decision gives the go ahead to the 
delivery of much needed homes, university 
teaching and sports facilities. It represents 
the culmination of the work of a strong part-
nership between the Council and landowners 
forming the One Public Estate programme.  
 

  Supporting work has also seen the approval 
for a new access road, cycle lane and energy 
centre, further demonstrating Brent Councilôs 
commitment to the transformation of the bor-
ough for the benefit of its local communities.ò  
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CUTH'S  
TODDLERS' GROUP 

Craft Songs Stories  Fun 
 

(now a Danielõs Den) 
 
 

Every Friday at 10am (term time)  
 

Keep your child entertained  
with our ZOOM session 

 
Contact Danielõs Den to register: 
office@danielsden.org.uk  

020 8908 6986  

07984 042 777  
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  Following the Executive Committee meeting 
on 7

th
 April, we have a few updates: 

 

1ðNeighbourhood Community Infrastruc-
ture Levy (NCIL).  
  This is a fund the Council collects from de-
velopments and is required to be spent in 
consultation with local communities. 
  These can be used for a wide range of 
schemes and Brent Council is currently en-
couraging bids along the theme of 
óRecoveryô. More information can be found 
here on the Brent websiteðsearch for NCIL. 
 

  I am pleased to report that the committee 
voted unanimously to support a bid to fund 
potential greening/pedestrian access/traffic 
calming in our area.  We are looking to get 
some visualisations of the proposals that we 
can share with residents. 
 

  We plan to submit a bid to NCIL in the Sum-
mer and we hope to obtain residentsô sup-
port. 
 

  Accordingly, you may receive an online 
survey, or someone knocking on your door 
over the coming months to show you some 
proposals.   

SCRA Update  

 

hpÖ}pęawlyytyręlęal} ¤ÂÂ 
 

SCRA will be holding a  
Post-Lockdown Party in July  

 
Rq p}ę spę¤pl}ę¢pÖ¡pęlwwęslo¹ 

Z Ö~ę txpę zęnpwpm}l pęzõ}ęnzxxõyt ¤ę 
With a day to remember  

 
Date and venue to be confirmed ìwatch this space  

 
If you would like to join in the fun and help with plans please email 

editor@the -scra.co.uk 

  We will update you with more details and 
illustrations in due course. 
 

  If you would like to help our small team with 
this, please get in touch. 
 
2ðProposed 3 storey building on Pasture 
Road.  
  Following the short piece last month, I 
thought Iôd update all of you. The committee 
voted unanimously to instruct a planning con-
sultant to make a robust objection against the 
appeal.  The timeframe for the appeal is yet 
to be set, but we will keep everyone updated 
when we have more news.   
 

  If you have not yet had the opportunity to do 
so, please do make yourself familiar with the 
application on the Brent Planning Portal: 

pa.brent.gov.uk/online -applications/   
and either search under ref: 20/2327 or un-
der the postcode HA0 3HY. It will have the 
title ó20/2327 | Erection of a three storey 
building comprising 5 self -contained flats 
with communal terraceéô 
 

Pareet Shah 
SCRA Treasurer 

On behalf of SCRA Executive Committee 

https://pa.brent.gov.uk/online-applications/
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  It seems like only yesterday that it was 
winter, or is that just me? Never have I 
looked forward to spring and summer so 
much. Although I could do without the leaf-
blowers and strimmers that always seem to 
start up as soon as the sun shines. But that 
is just me being an old curmudgeon; ignore 
me! 
  
  Whatever the case, we hope that May is a 
time when we really start to spring back to 
life as a community and country, and per-
sonally. Of course, during lockdown life has 
continued in a changed way, but we have 
seen wonderful acts of selflessness and 
public service which we will never forget. 
Living near Northwick Park hospital I have 

have been praying constantly for those who 
work there and those who were, and are, 
patients. Some nights when I look out of my 
vicarage window at the lights of the hospital, 
I think about the tremendous pressure staff 
must be feeling, and the families of those 
who support them. 
  
  Church has also been closed very often, 
but open in terms of continuing our mission 
to bless this wonderful community. Memory 
Cafe at Home has brought fun and friend-
ship and been a lifeline. The weekly quizzes 
are open to all and always generate uninten-
tionally funny answers. Please do check out 
our church web site to see the current state 
of affairs www.stcuths.org  

 

0208 904 8599  
 

(9am-5pm 
 Tuesday,   

Thursday, Friday)  

http://www.stcuths.org
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Are We More United?  

  Even though weôve been banned from see-
ing most of our friends and family; no com-
munity, social or faith gatherings allowed ï 
the UK has grown closer during this difficult 
time, according to a report by Together. 
 
  Over 150,000 UK residents were asked 
about what divides and unites society, and 
the final report was published at the begin-
ning of March:  Half of those who took part 
stated that they felt society was more united 
than before the pandemic; 27% disagreed. 
 
  One of the greatest testaments to this in-
crease in cohesion, maybe, is the increase 
in volunteering. The report estimated 12.4 
million adults have volunteered during the 
pandemic ï 4.6 million had never volun-
teered before. 

  ñDespite the immense challenges of this 
pandemic, people have responded by pull-
ing together, not apart. That is quite remark-
able, given how divided our society looked 
as Britain entered 2020,ò said bishop Nick 
Baines, chair of the Together trustees. 
ñFaced with this adversity, we could have 
become more divided and looked for others 
to blame. Yet this new research finds that 
people feel a stronger sense of connection 
to their neighbours and community.ò 
 
  These findings seem to echo those of a 
previously published study by the think tank 
More in Common. In addition, the conclusion 
to that report revealed that the óthem v usô 
narrative appearing regularly in newspapers 
and on social media are largely inaccurate 
and not as deeply felt as we are led to be-
lieve.  
 
  However, both studies acknowledged that 
there were divisions which had the potential 
to widen post pandemic. The Together re-
port highlighted economic inequality, digital 
exclusion and flexible working for some pro-
fessions, but not others, as cause for con-
cern going forward. 
 
The Archbishop of Canterbury, Justin 
Welby, who wrote the foreward to the report, 
said the UK was ñat a crossroadsò.  
 
  ñWe can allow our differences and divides 
to harden and grow wider as we struggle to 
recover from the Covid- 19 crisis. Or we can 
seek to harness the newfound community 
spirit that did emerge in 2020, to help build a 
society that is kinder and more connected,ò 
he said. ñIt is my conviction, and that of the 
Together coalition, that we can and will 
choose the latter path.ò 
 

The full report can be found on  
www.together.org.uk  
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